GMA - 9  Technical Group Meeting Report
In accordance with the wishes of the GMA 9 Committee, the GMA 9 Technical Group met at 10:00 a.m. September 22, 2008 at the Blanco Pedernales Groundwater Conservation District, 601 West Main, Johnson City.

The Technical Group included Ronald G. Fieseler, Doug Wierman, Brian Hunt, Micah Voulgaris, Luana Buckner, George Wissman, Feather Wilson, Paul Tybor, Gene Williams, Neill Binford, Mary Kay Binford, Robert Mace, Ali Chowdhury, Bill Davis, Richard Connors, Dan Opdyke, Stephanie Parker-Courier, Mike Keester, Stephen Porter, Lee Kneupper, Laura Marbury, Jennifer Walker, Jim Hannah, and Dave Collins.

The three recently received GAM runs from the TWDB were discussed.  A primary support document used in the discussion was an Excel spreadsheet provided by Andrew Backus (Hays-Trinity GCD).  Discussion focused on the following:

1. Dan Opdyke, Jennifer Walker, and Laura Marbury urged incorporating spring flow into GAM runs and DFCs.  Walker and Marbury provided recommended language for two GAM run requests.

2. Feather Wilson and others believed that GAM runs should incorporate projected maximum demands by 2060, then work backwards to determine local and regional draw down and MAGs.

3. There was extensive discussion about how, when, and why to include Drought of Record (DOR) in GAM run requests and DFCs.  The problem of possible multiple GAM runs and TWDB workload and timelines were also discussed.
4. Brian Hunt and others thought GMA 9 may have enough information from previous GAM runs, wrapper runs, and other data that Trinity aquifer DFCs could be established to meet GMA 9 needs.

5. There was some discussion and explanation on how current available groundwater numbers in the Region K Water Plan were derived.

6. Robert Mace and Ali Chowdhury from the TWDB made several comments and/or suggestions on how to give due consideration to Drought of Record, differing pumpage demands, spring flow issues, etc.
7. GAM Run 8-30, with variable drawdowns, seemed to be closer to meeting GMA 9 needs than the other trial runs.  Even so, some of the drawdown numbers and/or groundwater availability numbers raised some issues with individual GCDs.

At the close of the meeting, the consensus of the group was to pursue the following actions:
1. The Technical Group will report to the GMA 9 Committee about the Technical Group meeting and offer GAM Run Request options for the GAM 9 Committee to consider.

2. Either retract or revise the wording on the 15 ft. with DOR request we currently have in the process.
3. GCDs will put together a current pumpage demands estimates through 2060 and prepare one or more GAM Run Requests based on that concept.  To begin with, GMA 9 will ask for a run without the DOR (to see what our MAG might look like) and perhaps a subsequent run with the DOR (to see what maximum effect we can expect during DOR...either in a reduced MAG or increased drawdown.)

4. GAM 9 may ask for another "spring flow" GAM run.
Subsequent Activity

1. In accordance with the Technical Group wishes and in answer to an email from Robert Mace (TWDB) Ron Fieseler later emailed him and asked the TWDB to place the current 15' with DOR GAM Run request on hold for a couple of weeks (pending a GMA 9 Committee meeting proposed for Oct. 14.)
2. Ron Fieseler, David Jeffery, Gene Williams, Micah Voulgaris, and George Wissman met in Kerrville on September 29 and prepared a summary of several GAM Run request options currently under discussion for the GMA 9 Committee to consider.

3. A GMA 9 Committee meeting has been scheduled for October 14, 2008 in Kerrville, Texas.
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