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Welcome to Fall! | hope this newsletter finds you enjoying some cooler (if not
cool) weather. You can feel the change in the air as school settles down into a
routine and the hot days of summer let go their hold on the days and nights in
South Central Texas.

The weather in New Braunfels may be getting cooler, but some people are hot
under the collar about the events surrounding the Disposable Container Ban being
put to a vote in November. If you haven't had a chance to review what's at stake
for our beautiful little river, please scroll down to get our take on it as well as some
links to other people's views.

On a brighter note, we've got some fun events going on this month so don't forget
to mark your calendar and join us.

RavenStar Outdoor Education and the Disposable
Container Ban

Wow, things are really heating up on this issue. The RavenStar Board of
Directors has voted to support the ban on disposable containers on the Comal
River and Guadalupe River within the New Braunfels City Limits. As an
environmentally-minded organization it was an obvious choice for us. Not only
does the trash affect the perception of New Braunfels and it's rivers (thus
negatively impacting tourism from people who respect the natural environment),
but it also affects the local ecology, and eventually if allowed to continue as it
has it will affect the way of life for everyone including the human species. If this
drought has taught us nothing, it should be to respect our waterways and our
water that is so precious.

RavenStar Outdoor Education is here to teach our children about our natural
environment; how to study it, how to protect it and how to be good stewards of
this precious resource that we have. The two rivers in this area are a BIG part of
this. 1 hope you join us in taking this step to help protect what we have for the
people who come here, ourselves, our children and future generations.

If you are interested in more information on this subject here are some links:

Support the Ban
San Antonio News

An Opinion from Houston
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Regional Fires

Regional Fires

Our hearts go out to our neighbors
to the north and all over Texas who
have been devastated by the
wildfires that have been burning
throughout the summer and the last
few months. It is an unfortunate
danger during a drought.

While these are horrible disasters,
they are not uncommon historically
and have often provided what the
land needs to recover from extreme
conditions - sort of Mother Nature's
way of cleaning her slate and
starting over.

From a biomass standpoint,
grasslands (historically this area-
Blackland Prairie) are completely
different from woody-savannah or
forests (which make up this area
now) and have a huge advantage
over forests or woody savannahs
because about 2/3 of their bodies
are underground vs. just the
opposite ratio for a tree. When the
historic fires blew through and
migrating buffalo moved across the
prairie, they cleared, tilled, fertilized
and reseeded the grasslands all in
one fell swoop. It was an amazingly
perfect process.

If you'd like to read more about this,
click the link below:

Texas Parks & Wildlife



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=kzrishdab&et=1107956987860&s=549&e=001uCZEdAbPn811TSoCM6ZwI7AkGc26frusosv0aPoSqlToRaouYA77lIqHfdC8NMyTKJG0mHLLyzQnTV9cjqpps81um2RWK5EIEl4ojBABxM8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=kzrishdab&et=1107956987860&s=549&e=001uCZEdAbPn81VoE3yzN4ss83vMcNeALDnN7XaQfKYWUcSscoIj-NSVtlC0zmsB6891b3WmHF3qS1l9Qw_k-tvoHKG4mj_Y58UkgMvcCSqN4TOORfO8fgPIB-9CVWs4Pn2FFdC5ai_nHGsIsF3tUO-Jg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=kzrishdab&et=1107956987860&s=549&e=001uCZEdAbPn82xRpx7C5Z0WRyQg7vYNQbaJBugbmlOpdt30XwG7lEF6prnPZnA3qCmSyHPmq-yjt5u9M4PnNQks9UkBwvvMqiif5YuxnYK_KM1WVKNgRKPGwQWcO0ul-h6p5cLLE2ipWpS3aWKBdoydgtPE2WoVcau
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=kzrishdab&et=1107956987860&s=549&e=001uCZEdAbPn80nhj6Sdiehb0oSlk8U0PDUKla_bhEyB7khLgChmpa_dwha0ylhPrvzjxYMJhQDAKgzCBZ0gojFlc4t59iX9KVdTb8RqWFkt4VMWREPdISH-oN9CwjYdTiP0PoA6aV5JDwywZkD3hsZ2Jj_D1YkyeH-LVBbz7rZKnk=

Fall Programs...

Observe the Moon Night
Saturday, October 8th, 2011
5-7pm at the
New Braunfels Public Library

Featuring...

The Star Lab Planetarium
Preschool moon story time and craft
Build and drive a model lunar rover
Moon viewing with the New
Braunfels Astronomy Club

: cen.tral Texas - Our First Star Party!
o Environmental Summit Saturday, October 22, 2011

8-10 pm at the

N “Collaboration Along the Corridor” Tye Preston Memorial Library

The New Braunfels Astronomy Club
A f-losted by‘ i will be bringing telescopes and be
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality on hand to answer any questions.
The Celestron 11" telescope will be

Thursday, Nov. 3, 2011 installled in the observatory.
9:00 a.m.-2:00 p-m. The idea is to keep your eyes
Schertz Civic Center adjusted to the dark. It takes half an
hour for your eyes to adjust after
1400 Schertz Parkway being in the light (head lights, lights
Schertz, TX 78154 in the bathrooms, etc.) so plan

accordingly and be aware that your

S e s . . _
You're invited! Come learn about and discuss solutions actions can affect other people's

to environmental issues along the [I-35 corridor. experience. The Friends of the
library will provide flashlights to

At this event, you'll: borrow, or red cellophane to cover
- Participate in discussions with TCEQ commissioners the lens if you bring your own.

Please turn off your headlights
before entering the parking lot (use
your parking lights only). Bathrooms
will be available inside the library.

and elected officials about local environmental
issues
- Browse exhibits from the TCEQ, and local and state

agencies This is also a first for us, so we are
as excited as you are. See you
Plan to attend this free, educational event that's open under the stars!

to all—the public, political leaders, neighborhood
associations, nonprofits, businesses, and students.

Check for details, or register, at We offer many different programs
and can also design a program for

TexasEnvireHelpYorg your  specific  situation  or

audience.

[ Use your mobile device
= . Our
to scan this code for
@B more information.

programs range  from
Astronomy to  Zoology and
everything in between. They are
hands-on experiences for every age
group and include activities and
field lab work to engage all levels.

Check our website or contact us to
reserve a spot for your group for the
fall. We look forward to getting
outside with you!

RavenStar Outdoor Education
776 E Torrey St

New Braunfels, Texas 78130
830.626.1776
www.ravenstaroutdoors.org

Find us on Facebook [}

Chairman
Darryl Shaper



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=kzrishdab&et=1107956987860&s=549&e=001uCZEdAbPn80hjsX_FtZADKudgtsVYfuwsAMQGdDg_teF6o3pd19Q-qfJWn1AVriOuweQ3c-sdNh-OLRaks3IdNKty2jN_uvGWvwspHdrkLjaoMWix6uvNw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=kzrishdab&et=1107956987860&s=549&e=001uCZEdAbPn82q8xzSdcfi-WFZyNO8B6HrZWyvLzkFYckYAbJqEPZgs7byLqP-uQ1AfCAaQs3XetoEzwu4cvoLCueAsO3B1K975nWcB9tGJLg50rXJjK8VJzn6u34OZCptRVoRAWxrKi3VHkXhpV2HM7aNBMVn3ClG

Calling all Homeschool Families!

Join RavenStar this fall for the monthly Park-schooling series

Programs will be offered on the 2nd Tuesday and 3rd Wednesday
of each month October & November, 11:00 am-12:30 pm

Oct. 11th & 19th - Nature Journaling @ Landa Park

Study the works of nature’s literary greats before venturing into the outdoors to
explore the different styles of writing and compose your great masterpiece.

Nov. 8th & 16th - Astronomy 101 @ New Braunfels Pub. Library

Ever wonder how a telescope really works? Can you find the North Star? View the
night sky in the Star Lab Planetarium and learn from the experts in the New
Braunfels Astronomy Club.

Classes are $5 per student/$15 max per
family. Pre-registration is required. Call or
email for more information, 830-626-1776,

education@ravenstaroutdoors.org.

Payment is due at time of registration. Classes with fewer than 20
students may be cancelled.

As always thank you for taking the time to read this little newsletter. | hope to see
you in the park, on the river or anywhere else outdoors!

Sincerely,

Kelley Clifford
RavenStar Outdoor Education
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New Braunfels Public Library

Tye Preston Memorial Library
Community Resource & Recreation
Center of Canyon Lake

"Never doubt that a small band of
committed citizens can change the
world. Indeed, nothing else ever
has."

Margaret Mead




