Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Hill Country Alliance

For purposes of offering HCA support for organizations opposing the 

Western Edwards Aquifer Pipeline 

Whereas, the mission of the Hill Country Alliance (“HCA”) is to bring together an ever-expanding alliance of groups throughout a multi-county region of Central Texas with the long-term objective of preserving open spaces, water supply, water quality and the unique character of the Texas Hill Country;

Whereas, the following entities resolve to oppose any legislation allowing for a Western Edwards Aquifer Water Pipeline: Nueces River Authority, City of Corpus Christi, City of Uvalde, Uvalde County, City of Del Rio, Val Verde County, City of Eagle Pass, Maverick County, City of Crystal City, Zavala County, Wintergarden Groundwater Conservation District, City of Brackettville, Kinney County, City of Hondo, City of Devine, City of Natalia, City of Castroville, Dimmit County Farm Bureau, Uvalde Board of Realtors, Southwest Texas Junior College, Uvalde Area Development Foundation, Uvalde County Underground Water Conservation District, Middle Rio Grande Development Council, Edwards County, Real County;

Whereas, HCA believes a strong economic future for this region depends on our ability to make responsible planning decisions that sustain natural resources for future generations;

Whereas, HCA believes decisions of this magnitude should be made through a public process and in concert with a community-developed comprehensive regional plan for growth;

Whereas, HCA leaders, advisors and technical resources recognize that all potential environmental and economic impacts of building this pipeline have not yet been addressed;

Whereas, a technical evaluation by staff of the Edwards Aquifer Authority concluded that the number of technical issues and factual errors presented in support of the proposed Uvalde Water Supply Project "bring into question the validity of the analyses," including ignoring the Drought of Record;

Whereas, HCA acknowledges the Edwards Aquifer Authority enabling legislation (“EAA Act”) and encourages following goals be met before legislative changes are introduced and before inter-basin water transfers are considered in the Hill Country:

1) Fully evaluate the economic justice for citizens region-wide;

2) Evaluate the protection of spring flows equally throughout the aquifer;

3) Thoroughly acknowledge the interconnections between surface waters and ground waters region-wide;

4) Clarify the standards, tools and systems to manage withdrawals and measure the potential impacts of such pipeline;

5) Allow for consideration of all local jurisdictions in the decision making process;

6) Account for the management of water resources that are beyond the EAA’s jurisdiction and have the potential to be impacted by such decisions;

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Hill Country Alliance Board of Directors:

The Hill Country Alliance supports the growing number of cities, counties and other entities that oppose legislation to allow for the development of a water pipeline that will facilitate a transfer of water resources in the Texas Hill Country which likely will have an adverse impact on streams and spring-flows in Uvalde, Kinney, and other Southwest Texas counties.  HCA continues to promote regional planning where citizens, landowners and neighborhoods participate in key decisions that will determine the future of our community.  HCA calls for a complete and thorough environmental impact study and a decision making process that considers the above-stated goals prior to consideration of amending the EAA Act to authorize a Western Edwards Aquifer Water Pipeline.
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