
Land / Water Associates

TEXAS PROPOSITION 5:
SPORTING GOODS SALES TAX
NOVEMBER 2019



Land / Water AssociatesLand / Water Associates

HISTORY OF THE SPORTING GOODS SALES TAX

¡ 1993 legislation authorized the tax to fund Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept
¡ $2.5 billion collected since then, but only $1.0 billion appropriated

¡ 1999 first statewide opinion poll on constitutional amendment
¡ 2007 legislation gave Texas Historical Commission 6% of funds
¡ 2015 statutory dedication of full SGST to TPWD and THC
¡ 2016 statutory dedication declared invalid due to technical flaw
¡ 2017 legislature failed to correct flaw
¡ 2019 legislature places constitutional amendment on ballot



Land / Water AssociatesLand / Water Associates



Land / Water AssociatesLand / Water Associates



Land / Water AssociatesLand / Water Associates



Land / Water AssociatesLand / Water Associates

PROPOSITION 5:
AMENDMENT AUTOMATICALLY APPROPRIATES ALL FUNDS

¡ Funding to TPWD and THC estimated at $183 million in first year

¡ Legislature still has substantial discretion:

¡ Allocation between TPWD and THC

¡ How funds are used:  maintenance, capital improvements, debt service, 
pension fund, grants to local government

¡ Legislative override if 2/3 of each house votes to reduce funding
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COMMUNICATING WITH VOTERS:  

LOBBYING VS. EDUCATION

Lobbying Campaign

¡ Urges “yes” or “no” vote

¡ Opinions

¡ Messages and soundbites

¡ Targets swing voters

Education Program

¡ Takes no position on question

¡ Objective facts

¡ Substantial information

¡ General audience (likely voters)
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COMMUNICATING WITH VOTERS:  

WHO PAYS?

Lobbying Campaign

¡ Sponsored by Texas Coalition for State 
Parks

¡ 501(c)4 organization

¡ Contributions NOT tax-deductible

¡ Foundations MAY NOT directly support

¡ Aiming to raise $750,000 from individuals 
and nonprofit organizations

Education Program

¡ Sponsored by Texas Conservation 
Alliance

¡ 501(c)3 organization

¡ Contributions ARE tax-deductible

¡ Foundations MAY directly support

¡ Has raised $500,000
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VOTING ON CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
IN TEXAS

Year Votes Turnout %
2015 1,587,050 11.35%
2017 877,603 5.81%
2019 ? ?

Houston mayoral race in 2015, 
2019
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PROPOSITION 5 EDUCATION PROGRAM:
DIRECT MAIL

¡ Targeted to likely voters

¡ Contently carefully 
controlled/approved by counsel

¡ Allows for substantial information
¡ Nonprofit postal rate 12 cents

Mailing universe – households that voted in 2015 or 2017
1 million HH x 2 pieces of mail = $500,000
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Preview of 
Prop 5 Mail
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CAMPAIGN 
INFORMATION

www.SupportTexasParks.org

http://www.supporttexasparks.org/
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Ernest Cook
landwaterassoc@gmail.com
617-697-7758


